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This year has been a great start to my second term as Chair of the West Broadway 
BIZ Board. Throughout my time working in the area at Great-West Life and as a 
Board member, I’ve watched West Broadway change and grow exponentially. And 
2017 has been a standout year!

Many great events happened in West Broadway, including the Sherbrook Street 
Festival, a fundraiser in support of the Festival, two Bike Week Winnipeg pit stops, 
and our second annual Nuit Blanche mural tours.

Amongst great events, West Broadway also saw new facilities and business 
emerge this year. It was fantastic to watch the Building Blocks on Balmoral 
Child Care Centre come to fruition. The facility was made possible through the 
partnership of Great-West Life, YMCA-YWCA, and the Province of Manitoba. This 
project is particularly special because the historic Milner House was incorporated 
into the new vibrant centre.

In fall, the International Downtown Association (IDA) held its annual conference 
in Winnipeg. The IDA conference was a great opportunity for the BIZ to connect 
with people from across Canada to discuss issues and strategies for core areas. It 
was informative and inspiring for myself and other Board members to take part in 
information sessions.  
 
Together the BIZ and Board strive to make the West Broadway a must-visit 
Winnipeg destination. In 2018 we will continue to build on the momentum from all 
the new businesses, facilities, programs, and events, contributing to the incredible 
growth and change, as we collectively build one amazing community.  
 
All the best to you and yours in 2018,  

 
 Jennifer Diakiw Labuick

Message from the Chair
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Our Mission
To develop and promote the business community and enhance the 
neighbourhood, by focusing on the interests of businesses in the area. 

Our Values
• Recognizing and embracing our reality as a vibrant inner-city                                  
neighbourhood
• Accepting of diversity and embracing individuality
• Being dedicated to improving the area through events, programming, and 
marketing initiatives

Our Members
We represent just over one hundred businesses in the West Broadway 
area, spanning from Chestnut Street to Osborne Street, and between the 
Assiniboine River and Portage Avenue. Each business contributes financially 
through a BIZ levy collected by the City, which then funds our programs, 
events, and services.

Our Partners & Sponsors
We couldn’t do the work we do without help from the funding we receive 
from all levels of government, community partners, stakeholders, and 
sponsors. Many of our community events are run almost entirely by 
volunteers and supporters.

About Us
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Our streetscaping initiatives make up the bulk of the budget and work we do 
each year. Providing welcoming, attractive, and colourful street furnishings 
and flowers that are unique to West Broadway is our main initiative. We 
installed another five poster kiosks this summer, added two more planters, 
and completed the seating node at Broadway and Colony. Thanks to a 
streetscaping grant from the City of Winnipeg, we will also be adding a 
hundred more grapevine tree lights into our lighting décor this season. We 
welcomed visitors and athletes to West Broadway this summer with the 2017 
Canada Summer Games banners at our gateways.  

Fun fact:  
Did you know we’ve gone LED? This summer Manitoba Hydro retrofit our 
decorative light poles to a soft light LED bulb. As well, the lights in the 
grapevine spheres in our trees are only 8W LED bulbs! 

Streetscaping
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The safety and cleanliness of our neighbourhood continues to be a top priority 
of our organization. We are dedicated to continuing our partnerships with 
other local organizations in keeping our area litter and graffiti free. Activities 
this year included: 

 • Hiring local residents to clean up the back lanes after the winter melt. 
  
 • Partnering with WBCO and other local organizations on the annual 
    West Broadway Spring Clean Up

 • Participating in the Community Fire Prevention Partnership with the 
    Winnipeg Fire Paramedic Service 

 • Our Green Team picked up 380 bags of garbage, 50 needles, and 
    reported dozens of instance of graffiti, fire hazards and by-law 
    infractions. 

 • The TAG Team removed nearly 900 square metres of graffiti in  
    approximately 190 locations. 
 

Safety & Cleanliness
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Did you know West Broadway can accommodate parking for up to 325 bikes? 
This year we added five more bike racks – parking for another 25 bikes!  

While bike theft continues to be at an all-time high in Winnipeg, please 
remember the best way to protect your bike is to use a good quality lock, or 
even two if possible, know your serial number, and register your bike with the 
City of Winnipeg Community Services Bicycle Recovery Section. 

West Broadway is a high-density neighbourhood, and takes pride in being 
a very walkable community. We have an emerging cycling and pedestrian 
culture, and are home to the City’s first parking protected bike lane. Our 
organization is committed to continuing to work with the City and community 
partners to improve cycling and pedestrian infrastructure. 

Active Transportation
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This was Breanne Lucky’s second year as the BIZ’s Marketing Coordinator. 
She worked part-time throughout 2017 and will continue as paid staff in 2018. 
Breanne, alongside Marketing chair, Mischa Decter, help generate initiatives 
and events to promote West Broadway as a destination to Winnipeggers and 
visitors. 

In 2017, the switch was made from the bi-annual West Broadway BIZ 
Directory to a walking map highlighting businesses, greenspaces, public art, 
and more. The map was distributed at select 2017 Canada Summer Games 
venues, by Tourism Winnipeg and Travel Manitoba, at participating West 
Broadway and Westminster Avenue businesses, hotels and B&Bs, and they 
were given out at our IDA conference booth. This piece was a great way to 
show visitors and Winnipeggers alike what West Broadway has to offer in 
terms of shopping, dining, enjoying art, and more! We are aiming to enhance 
and reprint the West Broadway Walking map in 2019.

The second annual Nuit Blanche mural tours were a hit. We are looking 
into expanding these tours and potentially offering First Friday tours in the 
summer months of 2018. There is also the potential to develop a self-guided 
mural tour option that Winnipeggers can enjoy year round.

Congrats to Chloe Chafe and Andrew Eastman of Synonym Art Consultation 
on receiving a Mayor’s BIZ Award for their contribution to public art and 
arts programming in West Broadway and Winnipeg at large. In partnership 
with Synonym, West Broadway had six new murals this fall. These new 
pieces include the bright mural on Élan Hair Studio and two large pieces of 
contemporary Indigenous art installed on Great-West Life. 

Events & Marketing



11

Select murals were live painted during Sherbrook Street Festival on 
September 9. Nearly 3000 people stopped by the Festival to enjoy 
entertainment, shop the Merchant Village, and take part in activities at the 
Family Stage Area. This year’s Festival Fundraiser, Rock n Roulette at The 
Handsome Daughter, was the most successful to date, raising nearly $1000!

The BIZ also took part in the Snoball, West Broadway Spring Clean-Up, Bike 
Week Winnipeg, Nuit Blanche Winnipeg, and the International Downtown 
Association conference, just to name a few events!

The Marketing Committee met in early fall to start planning what’s in store 
for 2018. We have some exciting new initiatives planned, including a website 
refresh, creating a dining guide, and more. We look forward to continuing to 
engage with those who live, work, and spend time in the area. With a plethora 
of new businesses and amenities, West Broadway is making a name for itself 
as a must-visit destination.
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Events & Marketing
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Skate Park 

West Broadway’s first skate park was completed this fall at the Broadway 
Neighbourhood Centre. This amazing new park is a state-of-the-art space for 
children, youth, and families to take part in healthy outdoor activities. 

Many thanks to all the stakeholders, partners and funders involved in making 
this dream a reality: Councilor Jenny Gerbasi, Broadway Neighbourhood 
Centre, Canada 150, West Broadway Community Organization, and West 
Broadway BIZ. A special thanks to Edward Carriere Salon and its staff for 
raising $13,000 in support of the skate park at their annual fundraiser on 
November 11.

A Few Highlights...
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Storefront Improvements 

Our grants program for storefront improvements has been an immense 
success this year, and we are pleased to report that for the first time, we have 
maxed out grants available for the 2017 year. Congratulations to this year’s 
participants of the grant program, Langside Grocery, Stella’s Café & Bakery, 
and the numerous businesses in the Charisma Plaza!  
 
Visit our website to learn more about storefront improvements, or if you 
would like to apply in 2018: www.westbroadwaybiz.com
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A Few Highlights...

New Business Spotlight: Langside Grocery
 
The much anticipated Langside Grocery opened its doors this fall, and is 
already a roaring success. Very often a packed house, West Broadway locals 
and visitors are coming in droves to experience the candle lit, cozy space 
offering a variety of small plates, cocktails, wine and beer. The space, made 
famous as the coffee shop set for the CTV show Sunnyside shot back in 
2015, is an off-the-beaten-track location which is part of the charm. Langside 
Grocery has been featured in the Winnipeg Free Press and on Peg City Grub.
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Mayor’s Biz Awards

Congratulations to Chloe Chafe and Andrew Eastman of Synonym Art 
Consultation, recipients of the 2017 Mayor’s BIZ Award of Recognition 
for exemplary contributions to our BIZ Zone. Synonym has curated and 
facilitated over 50 unique art installations and events in various venues 
across the city. In West Broadway, Synonym runs The Tallest Poppy 
Residency Program and a monthly First Friday After Party. This community 
programming integrates public art in a dynamic way. West Broadway BIZ 
was fortunate to work with Andrew and Chloe for the inaugural Wall-to-Wall 
Mural and Culture Festival in 2014. Wall-to-Wall is Synonym’s most ambitious 
undertaking and is now an annual event that takes place across Winnipeg. 
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Revenue  2017 Approved Budget      2018 Draft Budget

Levy    $165,000.00         $165,000.00 

Grant/Fundraising
Revenue   $30,000.00         $30,000.00

Wage Subsidies   $8,000.00         $8,000.00 

Interest Revenue $1,000.00         $1,000.00 

Projected Over/  
Underpayment   $(12,000.00)        $(5,000.00)

Reserve Fund   $45,000.00         $36,000.00 

REVENUE TOTAL $237,000.00         $239,500.00 

EXPENSES  2017 Budget       2018 Budget

Meetings & Workshops  $6,500.00         $6,500.00 

Office    $1,000.00         $2,000.00

Professional Fees  $1,200.00         $1,600.00 

Staffing & Benefits   $50,000.00         $50,000.00 

Storage/Rent    $1,800.00         $6,000.00 

Telephone &    
Web/Email Hosting   $1,000.00         $6000.00 

Administration Total  $61,500.00         $72,100.00 
    
    

West Broadway BIZ 
Proposed Budget 2018
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    2017 Budget  2018 Budget
 
Storefront Improvement Grant $24,000.00    $15,000.00 

Safety Improvement Grant $2,000.00    - 

Business Incentives Total $26,000.00    $15,000.00 

Community Support  $2,500.00    $2,500.00 

Advertising & Publications $15,000.00    $15,000.00

Community Cleaners Program $2,500.00    $5000.00 

Banners & Signs &   
Maintenance    $5,000.00    $5,000.00

Board Development  $4,000.00    $4,000.00 

Graffiti Removal    $5,000.00    $5,000.00 

Festivals & Events  $15,000.00    $15,000.00 

Marketing & Promotion Total $49,000.00    $51,500.00 
   
Street Furnishings 
& Skatepark   $20,000.00    $10,000.00 

Murals & Public Art  $10,000.00    $10,000.00 

Safety Program   -   $20,000.00

Flowers, Planters &  
UGT supplies   $45,000.00    $45,000.00

Tree Lights   $20,500.00    $10,900.00  
 
Physical Enhancements Total $95,500.00    $95,900.00 

  
Capital Reserve Fund  $5,000.00    $5,000.00 

Other Total   $5,000.00    $5,000.00

EXPENSE TOTAL  $237,000.00    $239,500.00



676 Portage Ave.
Box 26003

Winnipeg, MB, R3G 3R3
204-779-4100 

www.westbroadwaybiz.com


