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NOTE FROM THE
BOARD CHAIR
In my first year as Chair of the West Broadway BIZ, we certainly faced some
interesting times. This report covers the 2020 fiscal year, which of course,
was like no other.
This short report will give you an idea of the committees we have, the work
they do and the ways we’re making a different in our neighbourhood. So I’d
like to take the opportunity here to talk about some exciting things on the
horizon as the world starts to open up again:
· Cycling in West Broadway: the City of Winnipeg has been investing in
cycling infrastructure and we are, too. We’re looking at new locations and
more bike racks to serve businesses and make it easier for customers to
stop in.
· We have a new Executive Director, who has brought a wealth of
enthusiasm, proactive planning and exciting new ideas to our board and
community.
· Momentum is continuing to build. More businesses, developments and
building upgrades continue to be seen throughout the neighbourhood.
· Our summer Green Teams continue to do a wonderful job of keeping
everything #westbroadwaybeautiful.
· We’re looking into an expansion that would bring the businesses in
Wolseley into our zone. Stay tuned for more details!
Most importantly, we continue to be here for questions, concerns, and ideas
you may have. Safety has been brought to the forefront of our priorities and
while it’s a very complex issue, we will be hosting a meeting on this specific
topic, how your business has been affected and what you think the BIZ
could do to help.
Let’s continue to grow through the pandemic together with grants,
conversations, and opportunities to help each other
and our community!
Best regards,
Eric Neumann , Realty Executives First Choice
Board Chair

NOTE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
It has been such a pleasure getting up and running in the Executive
Director role, a position I’ve held since June, 2021. There are so many of you
that I have yet to meet; taking up a spot in your capacity-reduced
businesses during a pandemic didn’t seem like the best way to make a first
impression!
I look forward to meeting many more of you in the coming months as
restrictions continue to ease and, as I hope, you continue to recover from
this difficult period.
It feels like an exciting time to join you in West Broadway. We’ll be building
a post-pandemic world together. What should our neighbourhood look like?
What matters to our businesses? How can the BIZ support you?
Most of all, I want you to know that I’m here for YOU. I’m friendly, openminded and looking for your input on every aspect of the BIZ’s initiatives.
Whether you have good news to share, obstacles you’re facing, an idea for
beautification, or a frustration that you can’t find a home for: that’s what I’m
here for. My job is to listen to you and do what I can to build a stronger
business community for everyone.
There are exciting projects on the horizon: a digital marketing campaign,
new consumer-focused marketing initiatives, a potential expansion into
Wolseley, new bike rack locations and more. If you have more ideas, feel
free to reach out to me (or to members of our board, who are business
owners like you, and are listed on page XX of this report).
You can reach me by calling or texting 204.779.4100, or emailing
director@westbroadwaybiz.com.
I’ll end by thanking you for choosing West Broadway as
a place to build your business. May 2021 and 2022
bring you much success!
Jocelyne Nicolas
Executive Director
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Treasurer
Amanda Gilchrist, Assiniboine Credit Union
Directors
Jennifer Diakiw Labuick, Canada Life
Tom Monteyne, Monteyne Architecture
Adam Nixon, Edward Carriere Salon
Hasmita Trivedi, Charisma of India
Sherri Rollins, City of Winnipeg City Councillor
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STREETSCAPING
As its name denotes, streetscaping activities help shape what major streets
in West Broadway look like, how their design meets the functional
requirements of our businesses and residents, and general beautification.
This includes but is not limited to:
Planning for the flowers that are planted and maintained every summer
along Broadway, Sherbrook, and Maryland.
Reviewing bike rack needs and possible locations, plus the
refurbishment or replacement of racks as required.
Reviewing seating or other design ideas that would positively impact the
street-level experience.
Identifying areas that need further beautification, whether that is
through City of Winnipeg maintenance, better garbage disposal options,
more flower pots or tasks that can be performed by the summer Green
Team employees.
Brainstorming, researching and presenting new ideas based on best
practices from across Winnipeg and beyond.
In 2020, much of our work was paused as Streetscaping committee
members were focused on their businesses during the tumultuous first
months of the pandemic. Never the less, some of the BIZ sign toppers were
replaced along Broadway, our summer team of four students took excellent
care of our flowers and garbage pick-up needs, and there was discussion
around needs for the upcoming year which led to activities that will be
reported on in 2021’s annual report.

MARKETING
A large part of the value a BIZ provides is in the marketing of the
neighbourhood and its businesses. The Marketing Committee supported the
community through new ideas, research and liaising with business
members to ensure we’re providing the services they need.
This year, we worked with Wall to Wall Mural & Culture Festival to adapt to a
pandemic-friendly version, and installed three new murals at 290 Colony
Street (Muse Flats), 685 Westminister Avenue (Sherbrook Inn) and 100
Sherbrook Street (Subway).
The Central Winnipeg Bike Loop was launched in the summer of 2020. This
involved the creation of a route that visited several central neighbourhoods
and signage along the route. It was a joint collaboration between the BIZ
organisations for Downtown, West End, Exchange District, Osborne Village,
Norwood Grove, Provencher and West Broadway. It was highly used during
the summer and received great press coverage.
As with our other areas of operations, 2020’s activities were limited due to
the impacts of the pandemic. That said, much communication was
distributed via email and social media channels to help consumers
understand how the public health restrictions were impacting businesses in
the area.

ADVOCACY
Many of our members bring up safety as a concern in the neighbourhood.
While it’s an extremely complex issue, the BIZ is trying to create ways to
connect, learn and support each other.
To that end, a safety meeting was held in September, 2020, which included
members of the business community and community organizations.
Following the meeting, a letter was sent out to government officials at all
three levels on behalf of BIZ members. This spurred discussion with Sherri
Rollins, city councillor, Lisa Naylor, MLA, Uzoma Asagwara, MLS, and Wab
Kinew, Leader of the Opposition.
The Winnipeg Free Press also wrote a story on the issue, explaining the
perspective of the business community.
Throughout the beginning of the pandemic, Sara Atnikov, the Executive
Director at the time, was meeting with, discussing and planning with West
Broadway community members and government officials to help spread
information and supports. Her efforts helped to create a streamlined
communication line between businesses and government.
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